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Kia ora te whanau,

Recently | was part of a small group of principals from around the New Zealand called to
Wellington to act as a reference group to the Ministry of Education.

The focus was on what principals do to create successful schools.

A lot of talk revolved around building student achievement — as you would expect.

The key indicator for this is the ongoing learning of all the teachers since they make the
greatest difference to student achievement. (no surprise really!) This is the key task of a
principal.

That is why we have put a significant effort this year into professional learning - focussing
on written language, music and ICT tools. This has required teachers to work through
much of the school holiday time in addition to weekly meetings and the occasional teacher
only days.

Some of the results are obvious.

| am particularly looking forward to sharing with you the finalized ERO report, when it
arrives — hopefully before the end of the term.

Students have made significant progress with each of these since the beginning of the
year, and it is good to get public recognition of the school’s achievement in this way.

The Board reports on these areas are also available at the school.

| am really excited to be able to let you know we are one of four local schools successful
in getting in-depth advisory support next year for another aspect of literacy — reading.
This amounts to ongoing access to thousands of dollars of expertise, and follows the
school’s belief in the value of literacy and our focus on building the capacity of an
identified group of students within the school. We believe we can always refine and build
on what we know as teachers and learners

“l am always ready to learn although | do not always like being taught.'
Winston Churchill

With such expertise we will be very ready to be taught!

See many of you at the Twilight Parade !

Pip




Touch Rugby 26 November;
Players of the Day

Juniors: Katelyn., Sebastiaan, Josh
Intermediate:  Lillian
Seniors: Pieter (scored the equalising try

at last minute)

3 December
Juniors Henry, Cody, Logan
Intermediate  Ethan
Senior Amanda

Also, Congratulations to Celia McAlpine
who has been away this week touring
with Schola in Golden Bay.

This Friday we are entering a float in the Starlight Parade.

Assembly is from 7.30 pm and things start to move at 8.30pm. You will see the Coallin's
large white truck, complete with Hamish, on Woodlands Ave . Please enter via Lowe or
Wratt St. and pick your child up at the end of the parade on Wallace St if you are not
staying with us.

Children are to wear white tops, masks and bring their feathers if they have bought them
home. Christmas hats can be worn as well.

We are sure it will be great fun ... and an opportunity to promote some of the fantastic
things we have been doing at Tasman school

yliance Francaisé

organised by the Nelson French Alliance.

French classes for small groups of children

After 5 terms of successful lessons, we wish to continue with the existing

classes and to start new classes for newcomers.

i

al_had

Nelson: Classes to be held at Victory school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from
3.30 to 4.30pm and from 4.30 to 5.30pm. Starting on Tuesday 10" February or
Thursday 12" February 2009 and finishing on Tuesday 7" April or Thursday 9"

April 2009.

Richmond and Tasman: Classes to be held probablx at Henley School on
February 2009 and

Mondays from 3.30 to 4.30pm. Starting on Monday 9"
finishing on Monday 6™ April 2009.

Age: from 6 to 11 years old. Fees: $108.00 for the first term (9 weeks)

Prompt replies are necessary as places are limited ( small groups). Please

email to cpizanti@yahoo.com.au.

Still Missing ... and deeply missed -

James (short for James Bond)

black cat with white fleck on stomach between hind legs. Lost on
Pet Day and last seeninthe Dicker Road orchard. |f you've seen
him or find him, please ring 540 2312
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Challenging chess 2008

On Tuesday 2" December there was an
interschool chess tournament at Tasman
School .Jamie Merriman (a year 7 Tasman
student) organized this chess tournament with
help from his teacher Sue Shand.

Upper Moutere, Lower Moutere, Tasman
Bay Christian, Dovedale and Tasman
schools all participated in the interschool
chess tournament. Mrs Shand drew out the
names and the chess tournament began.
Jamie was given a run for his money in the
final against Lower Moutere student Luke
but managed to take the title of chess champ.
The prize was a glass chess set for the class

of the person who won.
Written by Hannah Small, Amanda Dyson and
Alex Searle. (Room 4 students)
We were very proud of you Jamie — not only for your expertise in chess but
with your organisational skills. Well done!

Bradley Williams represented our school this
week at a Taiaha Wananga ... A day workshop
with a group of about 30 boys from throughout the
region, learning to use the Taiaha . This followed
from a two day workshop in term 2. Brad was the
only student singled out and honoured with a gift
of pounamu by the organiser because of the huge
improvements he had made in attitude,
responsibility and skill with the taiaha. Well done
Brad.

Board of Trustee News ........

It is with much regret that Tasman school accepts the resignation of Lee
Stevens as Chair of the Board of Trustees.

Lee has been an integral part of a highly successful Board for the previous
six years and has led the school as Chairperson for the past two years. She
has valiantly managed to attend to the needs of a new business as well as
the school through a period of significant change, and we recognise the huge
commitment she has made to bringing the school to the place it now stands
— one recognised as achieving highly by a recent ERO review.

Lee will chair her final Board meeting on the 19" of December and | know
you will join with me in thanking her for her considerable contribution and
wish her all the best as she focuses back on work and family. We are lucky
she will continue to be an active supportive member of our parent
community, so we will not lose her expertise entirely!

Thank you Lee... you will be much missed around the table in 2009.

The Board proposes to fill the Chairperson’s role by the appointment of Peter
Van Veen and will formalise this at the next Board meeting.. We wish to thank
Peter for the commitment he has shown to the ongoing development of
Tasman school and all its children in agreeing to this appointment, and for the
valuable work he has done previously as a co-opted Board member to
support and advance our financial systems and processes.




TASBAY KIDZ NEWS:

HELP!... the holidays are just around the corner! SO... we

are planning a day of Christmas fun on MONDAY 22nd
DECEMBER, 2008 from 9am-4pm at a cost of $20.00 per child
[This can only run though, if enough families register] Please contact me by
TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER if you are interested.

@‘

Our summer holiday programme is running for 2 weeks from Monday
19th Jan to Friday 30th Jan 2009. We have 2 weeks of action packed fun, games
and trips organised. For further information and bookings on either of the
above please phone

Sal on 02740681009.

Contributions from Room 3

THE CHITON WHO LOST HIS HOME

The chiton was very tired one day. So he decided to go to sleep on his rock.
He was so tired that night he accidentally let off his suction.

In the morning he found himself in the middle of the sea. He was scared and
he started to sink. He went down, down, down into the darkest depths of the
sea.

Something sped toward him. It was a whale. The whale swam up to the
surface to breath and the Chiton was sprayed out the Blow hole. He was
flying though the air. A soft thing caught him. It was a giant hand with five
fingers. Then it started to close, and then it started to move down. For a
second he thought that the person was putting him back into the water but
it stopped moving down and went up the hand opened and he went flying.

Something jumped out of the water [It was a fish]. Narrowly missing him it
splashed back into the water. He could see the sandy beach. With a soft
thud he hit the beach.

He could hear scuttling as his friend the crab hurried to him. The crab
picked him up went across t o the water and popped him on his rock. And he
lived happy ever after.

STOP THAT BABY SNAPPER!

STOP THAT BABY SNAPPER IT HAS NOT FINISHED
IT'S HOMEWORK!

STOP THAT BABY SNAPPERI T HAS NOT FINISHED IT'S DI NNER!

STOP THAT BABY SNAPPER IT HAS NOT FI NI SHED | T'S BREAKFAST!

STOP THAT BABY SNAPPER IT HAS NOT COMPLETED
IT'S ART WORK!

STOP THAT BABY SNAPPER IT HAS NOT COMPLETED
| T'S READING!

STOP THAT BABY SNAPPER IT HAS NOT COMPETED
I T'S MATHS!

STOP THAT BABY SNAPPER IT HAS NOT DONE
IT'S TOPIC!

I'LL STOP THE BABY SNAPPER! WI TH MY ENORMOUS MOUTH!

AAAH | WANT MY MUMMY!

‘NOW SIT DOWN AND EAT YOUR FI SH FI NGERS'. SO
HE SAT DOWN AND ATE HIS FISH FINGERS.
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