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Principals note  

I was lucky enough to have a morning with the students of Room 3 at Quinneys Bush last week. It was 
fantastic.  
A big thank you to all the parents who supported the camp so ably in a range of ways. Special thanks to Fred 
for all the preplanning and organisation, to all the parents that played such a pivotal role in the supervision, 
activities and donations made, and to Anne Matranga for her pre-camp preparation and culinary delights! 
This effort and thoughtful planning was mirrored in the camps results. 
The support and team spirit with which the children approached each activity was impressive and went a long 
way to making the camp such a success. 
It was incredibly valuable also, to share in the accumulated wisdom Mark Quinney has developed over a 
lifetime. Children learnt much about their environment  right down to the systems for waste and sewerage. 
Earlier this week, students followed David Inch as he traced the school s water and sewerage systems. .This 
fits in well with the school based learning they are doing, as they tend their class gardens and learn about 
other aspects of our world, and our place in it.  
Room 3 students are richer for all of this effort. 
This is one of three key goals for our learning this year as we try to build knowledge and values identified by 
our school community as important.    



 Take the opportunity at home  to talk about decisions your family makes when considering our physical 
environment  whether it is about recycling food scraps or using solar power making the most of this 
opportunity to create more of those links between home and school .   

On another note  you will note some changes about our newsletter over the next few weeks as we try to 
improve our communication.  We are introducing different sections including Hot Topics , Notes from your 
Board , and  Student Achievers . We would like your feedback on these and other ways we can improve this 
newsletter.   

Pip 
Pip Wells   

                   HOT TOPIC  

Environments are more than physical.  Tasman School s vision recognises the fundamental 
importance of a safe emotional environment for effective learning,   
We have a world class school in a small country environment. We are known for our family 
atmosphere and excellent teaching.  
Our teachers have acted to embed learning about how to create and support such an 
environment rather than just expecting it. Our curriculum goes beyond what was traditionally 
expected and parents are an integral part of this learning.  

Bullying is much in the news recently - justifiably so. 
It is an issue that is prevalent in our society.  
We are proud to be second place to Norway in our literacy and numeracy achievement (in 
the OECD countries.)  
New Zealand does not score so well in international ratings of child well being.  Statistics 
are, of course, only as helpful as the information that sits behind them, but it does make us 
question:   

What are we doing - as adults- that limits our childrens happiness and  resilience?  
Are we empowering or diminishing our childrens opportunities to deal with change and  
challenge?  

We need to be clear about what bullying is and isnt. Bullying relies on an imbalance of 
power, repetition and intimidation  and has different outcomes to other acts such as 
violence or conflict. 
We need to know what happens in our school when bullying occurs. Check out our 
class and school behaviour plans 
We need to know what is happening throughout the school to change behaviours and 
attitudes long term. Come in and find out more.  
We need to look at ourselves as role models in the home and in the community.   

Bullying is a society issue and requires multiple solutions. Those who talk about getting 
tough dont realise that the get tough

 

approach has resulted in an increase overall as 



bullying becomes more subtle. Text bullying is one example of this.  
We need to empower our children to be independent and resourceful so that when they 
meet these behaviours they can respond assertively and move on. 
The reality is that no school or family can entirely control what happens in their children s 
world  You will all have first hand experience of this! 
Our children need to build independence in a range of social situations- to be able to 
challenge behaviours that dont fit with our values and beliefs.  without being wrapped in 
cotton wool . Previously we spoke of this in relation to physical activity. The same applies to 
social resilience and it is not always easy.   

 

If this is an issue for you, share your observations, input and feedback with your 
teacher. 

 

If you are not sure you have been heard, talk to the principal. 

 

If you are still not sure, talk to a BoT member. Their details are below.  

You, as parents, play a pivotal role in modelling communication. We need to work together 
to be world class in the way we deal with each other in both school and community, so that 
our children can lead their peers into the future.  

    

Board of Trustees of Tasman School 
Peter Van Veen (526 6726); Noelle Griffiths (526 6169); Jolene Salmond (027 491 0562);  John 
Stephens (03 974 3013);  Jim Campbell (526 6108).     

A warm welcome to Noah Bradley-Wanrooy who joined Room     
2 last week  Noah and his family have moved up from the West     
Coast and we hope they really enjoy their new life in the Top of the    
South. 

Welcome also to Ellyce Jenkins, a trainee teacher who will be working in Room 4 next 
term. We hope your posting will prove valuable Ellyce.   

TASTE TASMAN 

 

We are keen to convene a meeting of people who are willing to take on the organisation for this 
event next year. Aly and Saree led a superb team last year  including Catriona Searle, Bridget 
Russon, and Wendy Dyson (Thank you yet again!)  It was a huge success, both in terms of 
money and enjoyment. This has run every second year and is an important event for our school 
community.   
Saree is happy to support next year s team with her accumulated wisdom and we need to get this 
underway. Thanks to those who have already agreed to be part of a core organising group we 
are looking for two or three more.  Please consider the part you can play and let Pip know ASAP.      



Swimming Pool : The season has definitely swung over to autumn so the Swimming Season is 
now officially at an end.  The school pool will be closed after this weekend. Would all keyholders 
please return their keys to school as soon as possible after this.  

Sausage Sizzle  Our children appear to enjoy Thursday sausage & juicie lunches.  However, as 
you know, the cost of sausages has gone up ..and up.  With great regret, we will have to charge 
$1.50 per sausage from next term.  Juicies remain at $1.  

The dreaded Headlice have made an appearance again  more than one actually.  
Please be vigilant in checking your children s hair.  There is a range of treatments 
and strategies available for dealing with these but you do have to keep watching 
for reoccurrences.  If you do not want to use the range of shampoos available, the school has a 
Robi-Comb to lend  or the Health Nurse advocates a thorough brushing of the hair twice a day 
(there was a reason the beauties of yesteryear would brush their hair 100 brush strokes a day  it 
wasn t just to make it shine).  

Parent handbook 
This excellent suggestion has been acted on and is in process  hopefully for next term. You will 
have been asked if you wanted to be included in a contact list at recent parent interviews.   

ARTISTS AT WORK 
Room four have been lucky to have been working with Mike Howell this week. Mike is a 
Secondary school arts specialist that some of you may well know. The results will be presented 
around the school soon. 
Today and Friday we are hosting Canadian artists Susan and Kelsey Hart  to work through our 
school. 
Their project Portraits Beyond Boundaries, is an interactive global art project for school age 
children and teenagers.   
Check out their website http://portraitsbeyondboundaries.com/index.htm

   

They hope to share the work our children do throughout other countries as a vehicle for building 
links between children.  
If you do not wish photos of your child to be used in this way please let Pip know.    

CEL EBRA TIN G STUDEN TS W ORK   (Room 4 writing has been so superb, we are sharing some more 
with you)                  

Tawhirimatea  

Taw hirimatea felt outrage boiling out of him as his parents screamed there cries. 
Exploding in anger he sent vicious hail the size of soccer balls. Sizzling w inds that burnt 
everything in its path. Lightning bolts smashed and electrified the ground. With his 
parents st ill crying he threw the w orld s biggest hurricane.     

Inflamed rage thrust and trashed the sparkling sea, turning it into a dangerous monster 
that could never be destroyed. Creatures caught in the chaot ic w aves. With his parents 
still hurting the fight against his brothers got too much for him forcing him to stop.  

                      By Emily, Amanda  Room 4  

http://portraitsbeyondboundaries.com/index.htm


                                            
t aw h ir ima t ea s  Rag e!  

Tawhirimatea listened as his parents cried out in pain, it was too much for him. He 
called  

the winds, his children, and shot gales of power out at Tane. He devoured the 
trees in pure force, knocking the  

plants flat against the earth. 
 He threw the scorching hot wind across a smooth expanse       

   of muffled greenness, frying the tree stumps.  

He turned his rage on  
Tangaroa launching lighting bolts, tornados and hurricanes into the sea creating 

turbulent whirlpools and tidal waves. Tangaroa called to his children to swim down to 
the depths of bottom of the sea. Tangaroa called to his grandchildren, the lizards and 

reptiles, to make refuge in between the remaining bush of Tane.  

By Orin.                 
Room 4 

  

As Tawhirimatea heard the scream of 
his parents his anger grew inside 

him. He called his children 
immediately to help him destroy 

Tane. Icy cold wind from the South 
attacked the trees of Tane as the 
burning, scorching winds of the 
North bit at the remaining tree 

stumps.  
Lightning bolts thrust at the 

peaceful calm sea turning it into a 
whirlpool of terror. Tangaroa called 

all his children to him to take 
shelter in the dark depths of the 

sea. 

B y Emma, L illi     
R oom 4      

 



Memories of Room 3 Camp at Quinneys Bush 2009                                                                 

What s for breakfast? 
Mark and Max check with Chief Pancake Flipper Connor 

Who wants the last piece? 
Lily-Mae, Saskia, Alice and Natalya debate 




