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Welcome back all to a new term.

Our students have settled back promptly into focussed learning as we enter the second
half of the year. You received reports of the first half years progress during the last week
of last term... They make very satisfying reading!

I have just finished meeting with a parent and teacher to talk about concerns, successes
and next steps for a child we have been monitoring, and it has made me stop and think.
e What makes the difference for that child?

The parent made an appointment with the teacher as soon as they had a concern. They
were clear about the issue. The teacher listened. Together they gathered information,
considered what solutions home and school might have, decided on actions and agreed
to a follow up time.

This happens in all schools. What makes our school different?

In our school this happens much more often. It is a frequent occurrence —for different
children at different times.

It happens long before there is a “crisis”.

Often it is a misunderstanding - or an answer to a question is enough.

The teachers care deeply about their students, they are all highly skilled, work extremely
hard (this happens after school hours) and know the child’s achievement and learning
intimately .



Small numbers allow individual attention to each child. We lose little time identifying
learning needs and significant time planning to meet them. Each child has individualised
learning plans wrapped around them so that even when doing the same activity, different
children will be focussing on different goals and have different feedback and feedforward
from their teacher.— a far cry from the one size fits all that many of us experienced when
we were at school.

Our parents have been actively involved in setting the direction of the school — through
parent forums and input to principal and Board, and have high aspirations for their
children.

We have a strong community to support each family.

Our challenges are to focus on what is most important — to recognise that normal ups and
downs are a part of learning, but to recognise and act on concerns quickly.

This commitment to working as a skilled partnership — long term — for the allround
development of the child is ultimately what makes the difference. Our teachers with their
expert knowledge of teaching & learning, and of the Tasman community, and the parent
with their expert knowledge of their child, together provide big opportunities in a small
family environment.

Have a great term

Pip

ROOM FOUR WELLINGTON CAMP.

Fundraising .
Thank you to those who have supported the raffle, Festival of Lights and Harry Potter fundraising

events thus far. We have the quiz night fast approaching ( with some great raffles) and a La Reve
aromatherapy afternoon waiting in the wings.
Please gather your friends together to support these.

Camp cost
We have a funding application in to support these efforts but, of course don’t know what it all will

add up to yet.
Parents can expect to pay between $120 and $200 depending on the support we get .

We do need money in to pay for deposits already paid for so instalments prior to next term would be
welcome. It is expected that all payments will be made before camp. If this is an issue for your
family please let Pip know within the next week, so we can look for alternative sources of funding.

Parent Helpers
We will take two adults to support the camp and will need to finalise this soon. If you are available to

help please give your name to Sue by next Friday.

Camp Meeting
This will be held closer to the event. Please diary

Wednesday 9 September 3.30 - 4.30pm

Please talk to Sue or Pip if you have any queries and concerns before then.




Room 4 students using produce from their winter garden to make soup and bread for lunch .

In Room four we have been studying Kitchen Chemistry and as part of this work we have learnt
about the qualities of yeast. To put this into practise we had a very productive day making leek
and potato soup with home-made crusty bread.

Several months ago we planted leeks into our school garden and have since watched them grow
and grow. Finally it was time to harvest them.

Everyone bought ingredients and equipment to school help make our lunch. We needed yeast,
sugar and tepid water for our bread and we watched the yeast froth when put in front of the fire.
Meanwhile we mixed flour, salt and oil before adding the yeast mix. Once again we put it by the
fire and waited for it to rise.

After much kneading we shaped our loaves and put them in the oven to cook. That was only the
bread. Time to make the soup.

We busily cut up veggies and brewed stock and patiently wait for our soup to cook. Finally we
blended, heated, stirred and buttered our bread before eating it all up. Yum yum, what a delicious
and nutritious meal!

By Lilli Hansen



